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Playa sculpture back home
There is a David Best temple in Detroit. It is in a shabby area of 
the city a group of artists have been trying to breathe 
some life into.

“It’s kind of a blighted neighborhood,” 
Josie Schimke, who works for 
the Black Rock Arts Foun-
dation, says. “Not much 
is there, and there’s 
a few artists who 
are trying to 
put togeth-
er a col-
lect ive 
a n d 

re-
v i -
t a l -
ize the 
a r e a , 
and it’s 
become a 
real source of 
civic pride.”

In case you didn’t 
know, David Best is the 
artist behind the magnificent 
Burning Man temples every year. 
His temple in Detroit has been a venue 
for weddings and workshops for children. 
Neighbors pitch in and do landscaping around it. “It’s 
bringing people out of their homes and helping them interact more,” 
Schimke says.   see page 2

Condescending Burner
Inspired by the Condescending Wonka meme 

Oh you’re happy all the Burners left town for the 
week? Finally that bar you go to every 

Friday night will be especially great 
this time. | Oh, you’re getting 

back together with your ex 
at Burning Man?

I bet now you will  
be together 

forever.
Oh, your 

friends 
back 

home 

miss 
you?

Please, 
tell me 

how much 
you care after 

the Ecstasy kicks 
in. | Oh, you’re go-

ing to quit your job and 
pursue your dreams after 

you come back from the Burn? 
I’m sure you’ll be just as motivated 

after you wash the sand out of your vagina (is 
there a burning sensation?).
Oh, you brought your Leika?

I bet it will really help your composition

Talking about race By Dr. Vernon L. Andrew
s, D

epartm
ent of K

in
esiolog

y, Sa
n

 Jose State U
niversity A

sking anyone about their blackness on the Playa is a disruption to the norm
al fu

n, f
riv

ol
ity

 a
nd

 e
up

ho
ri

a 
ab

ou
t 

li
fe

 w
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 h
er

e.
  E

ve
n 

as
ki

ng
 w

hite
s a

bout “b
lackness” can be jarring.  But I approach people with a kind word, a sm

all gift, and  a requ
est to fill ou

t a questionnaire about their perceptions.  I am an academic.  I am one of many “Burning N
erd

s”
 h

er
e 

st
ud

yi
ng

 w
ha

t w
e 

do
 a

t 
B

la
ck

 R
oc

k 
C

it
y.

 W
hy

? 
 B

ec
au

se
 fo

r o
ne w

eek we lead a charmed life that can inform the “default” world about dealing w
ith differen

ce.  W
e leave the P

laya often feeling a sense of both urgency and despair: “I wish the world outsi
de of t

he p
la

ya
 w

as
 ju

st
 a

s 
co

ol
 a

s 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 in
si

de
. B

ut
 m

ay
be

 th
in

gs
 ca

n’t c
hange.”    I am a sociologist who studies race and ethnicity; I see hope here on

 th
e P

laya.  O
ver m

y 20
 years of teaching in the USA and in New Zealand and my passion has b

een to
 se

e 
pe

op
le

 g
et

 a
lo

n
g 

ac
ro

ss
 r

ac
ia

l l
in

es
 a

nd
 a

cr
os

s i
ns

tit
utio

ns. 
 The gender is played with, sexuality is challenged, and ethnic lines are blurred

 an
d

 (often
) n

ot discussed out here in the desert.  Well, here I am discussing what c
an be a

n u
nc

om
fo

rt
ab

le
 t

op
ic

.  
R

ac
e 

an
d

 c
ul

tu
ra

l i
de

nt
ity

.  
I d

o not w
ant to

 upset people or “out” African Americans who w
ould rather n

ot be asked
 yet again “w

hat’s it like for you to be among white people?”  But I 
do w

ant t
o 

as
k 

th
e 

qu
es

ti
on

.  
I 

w
an

t 
to

 k
n

ow
 h

ow
 fo

lk
s g

ot
 h

er
e.  I

 want to
 know what their individual experience is like being herein

 an
d

 if  th
ey w

ill tell others about their time on the playa.  My immediate goal 
is 

to
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

ge
t 

a 
se

n
se

 o
f 

th
e 

bl
ac

k 
ex

pe
rie

nce
 but to

 also get the “non-black” experience of race and ethnicity on
 th

e p
laya.  I need to know how whites and “others” think about th

eir 

own 
ra

ce
 a

nd
 th

e 
id

en
ti

ti
es

 o
f o

th
er

s.
  M

y 
hope is

 th
at th

e questions will not promote self-conciousness, bu
t rath

er, self-aw
areness.  And I doubly hope that African Americ

an
 sc

ho
la

rs
 c

an
 c

om
e 

to
 u

n
de

rs
ta

nd
 th

at t
here are ways of behaving towards the social other th

at can
 prom

ote equality, fun and the radical self-expressi
on w

e 
ha

ve
 c

om
e 

to
 lo

ve
 h

er
e 

on
 th

e P
laya. I s

ee hope here on the Playa.  W
e could be an

 organ
ic m

odel for the world. especially if we let th

e p
ro

ce
ss

 ta
ke

 it
s 

co
u

rs
e.

  I
f y

ou
 w

ould lik
e to participate in my census, contact m

e at vernon.andrews76@gmail.com



Chain
ed

 

to
ge

th
er

 

By P
ash

a B
uro

v  S
tri

des
 

m
ad

e b
y t

he L
GBT co

m
m

unity
 

ar
e i

nsp
iri

ng t
o a 

gr
owin

g n
um

ber
 of 

org
an

ism
s a

ro
und th

e w
orld

. T
hus, 

a u
nio

n of 

m
ec

han
oid

s c
onduct

ed
 to

day
 a 

bra
ve

 ac
t: 

ea
rly

 th
is 

m
orn

in
g a

t t
he T

em
ple,

 a 
pair

 of i
den

tic
al-

tw
in

 b
icy

cle
s s

aid
 

th
eir

 vo
ws, 

pled
gi

ng e
ve

rla
sti

ng d
ev

otio
n to

 ea
ch

 oth
er

. T
he t

ouch
-

in
g c

er
em

ony’s
 el

eg
an

ce
 

an
d si

m
plic

ity
 m

ad
e i

t 

m
em

ora
ble 

to
 ra

ndom
 

pas
se

rs
by. 

“I
 co

uld
 n

ot h
av

e 

im
ag

in
ed

 a 
m

ore
 b

ea
utif

ul 

bicy
cle

 w
ed

din
g,”

 re
m

em
ber

s 

a m
id

dle-
ag

ed
 w

om
an

 in
 a 

white
 

hea
d sc

ar
f. 

“I
t w

as
 w

onder
fu

l.”
 

A yo
ung m

an
 ag

re
es

 w
ith

 h
er

: “
I 

wan
t m

y w
ed

din
g t

o b
e s

o si
m

ple 
an

d 

fe
sti

ve
. I

t w
as

 fu
ck

in
g a

wes
om

e!
” O

nce
 

ag
ain

, B
urn

in
g M

an
 h

as
 p

ro
ve

n 

its
 p

ro
gr

es
siv

e s
ta

tu
s. 

A st
at

us t
hat

 w
id

en
s 

bord
er

s o
f t

he p
oss

ib
le.

Playa 

sculpture back 

hom
e. 

Continued from
 page 1.

 BRAF works to bring Burning M
an art to 

default cities. Through their Civic Arts program
, 

they have installed pieces in San Francisco, Bernley 

and Reno, Nevada, and others.

A lot of their work is about bringing art to com
m

unities that do not nor-

m
ally have access to great public art.

“It’s a great way to get the art that’s on the Playa into the world,” says David Silverm
an, 

m
em

ber of the BRAF advisory board, who has also anim
ated, produced and directed the Sim

psons.

Silverm
an has been com

ing to Burning M
an since 2001 and has been drawing cartoon posters and 

stickers about it every year he’s been here. H
is cam

p has a giant tim
eline called the M

ansonian Institute 

art
- ist

s 
a 

com
peti

ti
ve 

ra
te

,” 
Sch

im
ke s

ay
s.

M
ost 

of 
th

e 
in

sta
lla

tio
ns 

ar
e 

te
m

pora
ry

, 
as

 
yo

u 
nee

d 
to

 
ju

m
p 

th
ro

ugh
 a

 lo
t o

f h
oops t

o in
sta

ll 
a 

sc
ulp

tu
re

 

in
 a 

cit
y p

er
m

an
en

tly
. F

or B
RAF, t

his 
is 

not a
ll 

th
at

 

bad
, a

s r
ota

tin
g p

iec
es

 al
lo

ws t
hem

 to
 sh

ow a 
lo

t m
ore

 ar
t 

in
 one p

lac
e.

The f
oundat

io
n’s 

boar
d, w

ith
 in

put f
ro

m
 th

e a
dvis

er
s, 

ch
oose

s w
hich

 p
iec

es
 

to
 p

lac
e i

n ci
tie

s.

ATTENTIO
N A

RTIS
TS! A

pplic
at

io
ns f

or G
RAF’s 

Gra
nts 

to
 A

rti
sts

 p
ro

gr
am

 ar
e d

ue i
n O

ct
ober

. 

If 
yo

u n
ee

d a 
gr

an
t t

o su
pport 

a p
ro

jec
t, 

be s
ure

 to
 ch

ec
k th

eir
 w

eb
sit

e f
or t

he c
rit

er
ia 

as
 so

on as
 yo

u 

re
tu

rn
 fr

om
 B

urn
in

g M
an

. A
nyo

ne, 
burn

er
 or n

on-b
urn

er
, i

s w
elc

om
e t

o ap
ply.

of 

U
r

-

ban 
Stud-

ies, 
which 

con-

sists of his work about 

Burning M
an.

H
e says the tim

eline explains the his-

tory of Burning M
an using facts, jokes and 

“a few m
istakes.”

Silverm
an says he has seen sculpture on the Playa that in 

term
s of m

odern art blows away a lot of the sculpture you m
ay see 

in New York’s M
useum

 of M
odern Arts or the National Gallery of Art. “To-

tally, totally blows away. Not only in scale, but just in idea and in craft,” he says. 

“I don’t think I’m
 alone in this estim

ation.”

BRAF funds its installations in default cities through a com
bination of grants and private do-

nations. 

Each project costs about US$60,000 a year to install and m
aintain. That’s really not even paying our 
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10 
Com-

mand-
ments of a 

criminal attorney 
Essence of 15 years of a criminal attorney’s ex-

perience    By our legal team
1. Thou shalt respect the law. People who respect the law 

and law-enforcement are less likely to get in trouble. Law is written 
for you, and cops protect you from criminals, risking their lives for YOU 

- come on, that is worth respect!
2. Though shalt not brag over elec- tronic communication devices. I 

had too many clients going to court just because they openly mentioned drugs 
on the phone or in an email. You never know who’s listening/reading, and 

who’s going to read it years later.
3. Though shalt not resist a cop. Ever heard about  an “assault of a 

police officer?” When cops give you a decent beating, they book you for as-
saulting a cop. It’s absurd, but it’s a rule. Never confront them.

4, Thou shalt not speak before consulting with your attorney
Most of my cases that went awfully wrong started with people talking to 

cops before I got to the scene, and this mistake cost them years of freedom. 
5. Thou shalt know your lawyer If you don’t want to become one in hun-
dreds of of a public defender’s cases, lawyer up right now, so you have pro-

tection when you need it.
6. Thou shalt do exactly what your lawyer says Even if you think 

you’re smarter than your attorney - and even if you actually are – do 
listen to their advise. As they say in Hebrew, “There’s no-one as smart as 

the experienced.”
7. Thou shalt not confess Over 90% of criminal cases end up with a 

plea bargain, meaning I sell the pros- ecution your confession in exchange 
for dropping some of the charges and reducing your sentence. When you 

confess, I’ve got nothing to sell.
8. Thou shalt make no friends when booked People you are most 

likely to talk to after your arrest are cops. Even if you’re “inside” and a person 
talking to you is an inmate, he or she could be a cop.

9. Thou shalt not provoke a cop When you are questioned, 
you may be smarter and cooler than the cop doing it. Let 

Still, don’t try to prove it. You don’t want to get to the 
top of his list. It’s better be one of hundreds of 

his cases. 10. Thou shalt know your 
rights Know your rights better 

than the average cop does. 
Knowledge is power, 

so gain it and 
use it.



F o o d 
for thought: 

What happens 
to the tender tissue 

between your butt-
cheeks as you ride a 

bicycle naked for 
a week?
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N

oob 

p
o

et’s first 

n
igh

t on the 

P
laya

B
y M

iranda the Panda

A
 torn

 an
d confused heart, here I ponder, Unsure 

w
h

ich
 w

ay I am
 to w

onder, I blow as a tumbleweed in this 

w
in

d
. P

repared for this journey I’m
 about to begin.

H
ow

 I w
ill go, w

ho I w
ill m

eet, what I will see, This place so far, it puz-

zles m
e. Its dazzling sparkly shiny lights, The dry alkaline surface and dust 

storm
s are quite a sight. I m

iss the trees of bright green but think this festival will 

op
en

 m
y m

in
d to a w

orld unseen.

M
y sou

l, h
eart an

d m
ind open and free. Burning M

an will be a place where there is no us but 

on
ly w

e.

 to me, and tend to gift m
e things.

As it does for anyone, the Playa grants new experie
nce

s. 
And

 in
 

all honesty, you never get used to the Playa. H
ow could you? 

The 
w

ho
le

 

purpose is the new experiences, and getting used to it w
ould be no fu

n at
 al

l.

N
o getting used to by Thermopylae

In m
y case, the Playa took very little getting used to. I’m an artist 

at heart, and on the Playa, everything is art. The actual art, the people, 

even the cam
ping sites. However, if I was to be completely honest, I would admit to 

still being uncom
fortable with others and their often ridiculous nature.

A
s a 14-year-old, I feel excluded from many things - specifically anything involving alcohol. As a direct 

result, I tend to becom
e less social, and prefer the art on the Playa. One pro is that people are more friendly

f e w ) , 
the existence of 

vampires was proved by Emily 
Welkins, a young Burner economist, 

once and for all! 
She used mathematical models to prove that 

peaceful co-existence between humans and vam-
pires  might be possible (no one gets sucked). Peo-
ple at Solnishko will run a full-scale poster presen-
tation for you, and the first 10 visitors will receive a 
copy of Emily’s book Till the last drop.

Be careful on the Playa after dark, especially 
if you are intoxicated (we heard Vampires 

get their drugs through human blood). 
Vampires exist, and you might 

just run into one.

Birds on 
the Playa? 

Come hear about the Sage-Grouse, a lo-
cal bird recently made a candidate to get 

onto the Endangered Species list in 2015, on 
Friday afternoon. Volunteers from the Bu-
reau of Land Management will tell about te-
lemetry and Sage-Grouse habitat mapping, 

or identifying places best fit to preserve 
for them and improve. Talk at 5 pm 

at the BLM outreach camp.

Don’t 
be a 
dick 

B i o -
luminati camp 

to pimp your bike 
(bring your own deco). 

First: it’s unsafe to ride 
at night without lights. 

And second – even 
more im-

p o r -
tant – by dec-

orating your bike you 
become an active con-

tributor to Burning Man,  
moving from a specta-

tor’s seat into one 
of a fam-

i l y 
member. As 

Vince from Biolu-
minati says, “There 
are no good seats – 

only in it or in the 
way.”

 
Teleport 

yourself to 
France 

Got to the outer edge of the Playa (by the 
fence). Think about the one you love. Put a 
pair of tights on your head. Attach the “legs” 
of the tights to the fence, sit down and 

stick your fingernails into the ground 
as deep as you can. Hold tight. 

Straighten your back. Breathe 
deeply. You’re in Paris.

Vam-
pires exist 

By Vadik fr. Solnishko
If vampires were real and were planning their 

debut or coming-out party, Burning Man would 
probably be the best place in the world to do that. 

Have you seen a vampire on the Playa recently? If 
not,  it’s probably because they know how to disguise 
themselves well. But their existence is now a well-
known fact proven by science. Don’t believe it? Visit 

the Solnishko camp and hear it all explained by 
experts.

Based on popular fiction literature, comic 
books and films (Twilight, Interview 

with a vampire, True Blood or 
Blade, to name a 

H a v e 
a great Burn 

but don’t be a dick! Many 
things makes you a dick, but 

stealing a bike will do the job. You’re 
fucking somebody’s experience up 

while having to live a lie for the rest of the 
week. And remember: Jasper, the tough 
desert cat from Texas, is out there 

watching you!
More on the subject of bikes: of 

yours is still not illuminat-
ed, check out the 
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Hungry 

on the Playa
There are hungry people on the Playa. Hare 

Krishna monks from the Krishna Camp, whose Playa func-

tion is to feed multiple camps, saw a couple digging through their 

compost one night earlier this week looking for food, Mi-

chael Evans, one of the monks, told us.

“There are people that actually are really hungry,” 

he said. “They didn’t have much coming 

out here, and they were kind of just depend-

ing on what- ever food they come across.”

The monks made the cou- ple big plates 

of food. This is what they do here and this 

is what they do elsewhere. The Krish- na’s Food For 

Life program feeds tens of thousands of peo- ple every day, 

especially in impoverished countries.

People at the camp are from Krishna temples all around the world, includ-

ing Australia, Croatia, Ireland, San Antonio and Laguna Beach. The monks do not 

drink or use drugs. They are celibate and vegetarian.

Not only do they feed people, but feed them good healthy food. Meals they cook at 

their camp here are veg- etarian and mostly vegan.

The camp usually has a lot of food left over, which they feed 

to people outside of the camps they serve.  You 

can come and eat if you’re hungry, but they also ride 

around with buckets of couscous or something else delicious.

You can also come and learn how to cook tasty and nutri-

tious vegan and vegetarian meals at their camp.

Paper doers:
Steph – hearder of the Brothers (printers), the geny’s pimp
Gamba – star reporter (and arguably the happiest man on the Playa)
Kostya – design (making you work for your information)
Petya – Brother minder
Pasha – senior gay-mechanoid rights correspondent
Zhenya – hearder of the paper doers
Everybody in the Daily Playa camp – keeping us away from direct sunlight, feeding us, drinking us, laughing us, hugging us
All friends that stopped by the Daily Playa camp – making our life easier while staring at a laptop in the middle of Burning Man


